WEEK 1
These questions are designed to extend the impact of the weekend message. Use them to go deeper in your personal
study time, with your family, and/or with a group.

This series from Acts 9-15 tells the story of Jesus’ first disciples learning that the
gospel is for all. It cannot be limited by race, by tradition, or even by persecution.
It calls the church in every generation to embrace the unlimited mission of God.
1 Acts 9-15 is the church going off-limits. These chapters

5 Salvation can go anywhere. Read Acts 9:15 again. The

record the story of the early church growing to understand
and embrace the expansiveness of God’s mission. It meant
overcoming fear, opposition, religious tradition, and racism.
What are some of the “limits” Christians deal with today
when it comes to reaching the world for Christ?

early church had a hard time accepting the Gentile mission,
but salvation can go anywhere. What people groups do you
think are hardest to reach for Christ? How can the church
today show the world that the gospel is for every nation,
tribe, and tongue?

2 Salvation can reach anyone. Read Acts 9:1-6. Paul is

6 Salvation can endure anything. Read Acts 9:16, 20-29.

an example of God’s patience (see 1 Timothy 1:15-16). God
refuses to give up on anyone. Share stories with your group
of examples of people today that almost no one thought
would ever be reached with the gospel.

We don’t think of “chosen” and “suffer” as going together.
Why was suffering a part of Paul’s call? How does our
suffering for the gospel impact our credibility?

7 Paul did what he did because he saw what he saw. He
3 People do not get God’s attention because they are good;
He gets their attention because He is good. How does this
remind us that salvation from start to finish is a work of
God? Have you put limits on who you think Jesus could
reach? If so, what needs to change in your heart?

could go through anything because his vision of Jesus was
worth everything. Have you ever had a “road to Damascus”
moment that changed everything for you? Share what you
learned from that divine interruption with your group.

8 To see past all the limits we sometimes place on salvation
4 Salvation can unite anybody. Read Acts 9:10-17.
Ananias’ own eyes were opened to the extremity of God’s
grace, and of the common necessity every person has for it.
Like Ananias, we have all doubted the reach of the grace of
God. But it is that very grace that reaches across walls and
builds bridges to all people. Why is that so? How does our
common need for grace transcend our differences and make
us family?

WEEK 1 • SEPTEMBER 10 -11

we must be blinded by the reality of Christ. How can we keep
the vision of Jesus fresh in our lives today?

UNLIMITED • UNLIMITED SALVATION

WEEK 2
These questions are designed to extend the impact of the weekend message. Use them to go deeper in your personal
study time, with your family, and/or with a group.

This series from Acts 9-15 tells the story of Jesus’ first disciples learning that the
gospel is for all. It cannot be limited by race, by tradition, or even by persecution.
It calls the church in every generation to embrace the unlimited mission of God.
1 There is a divine component to every conversion

5 VISION IMPROVED: “Lord, help me see… that everyone

story. When it comes to finding His lost children, God’s
passion and perseverance and resourcefulness are
UNLIMITED. He will not even be limited by the limited
vision of His disciples. How have you experienced this
truth in your own walk with God?

needs Jesus. Even good people. Especially good people. How
can we get better at viewing people with respect to their
relationship with Christ?

2 VISION IMPARTED: Cornelius needed Peter. Read
Acts 10:1-6. Everything Cornelius did for the need of others
did not erase his greatest need—a witness to the hope of
salvation. What did Rick mean by the statement, “Faith
does not come by watching”? Why is it necessary for God to
arrange encounters between seekers and speakers?

6 VISION IMPROVED: “Lord, help me see… where You
are at work. God is actively at work bringing disciples into
contact with people who need Jesus. He loves to shape us
and bless us through people who are not like us (we need to
get comfortable with being uncomfortable). Give an example
of a time when He did that in your life. What is one thing you
need to do to better see where God is at work around you?

7 VISION IMPROVED: “Lord, help me see… what biases
3 VISION IMPAIRED: Peter needed Cornelius. Read Acts
10:7-22. Cornelius wasn’t the only one God was transforming
in this narrative. He was changing Peter as well. Give an
example of a time when God changed you while He was also
using you.

are still on my sheet. We all deal with racial residue. Our
biases can be hard to recognize and even harder to admit.
Ask God to reveal what is still “on your sheet” by reflecting
on and discussing these questions in your group — What is
impeding your love for the lost? What do you still need to
realize about the gospel? Who is the Cornelius in your life?

4 Read Acts 10:34-35. Peter had to realize that God does
not play favorites. But the temptation to treat people like
God does play favorites is still very real. What are some
of the ways that Christians might communicate that God
actually does play favorites? To put it another way, how do
we sometimes stand in the way of God’s work to bring all
people together?

WEEK 2 • SEPTEMBER 17-18

UNLIMITED • UNLIMITED VISION

WEEK 3
These questions are designed to extend the impact of the weekend message. Use them to go deeper in your personal
study time, with your family, and/or with a group.

This series from Acts 9-15 tells the story of Jesus’ first disciples learning that the
gospel is for all. It cannot be limited by race, by tradition, or even by persecution.
It calls the church in every generation to embrace the unlimited mission of God.
1 Acts 10 is the account of two conversions. The conversion

5 Read Acts 11:19-26. The church in Antioch modeled the

of Cornelius emphasizes that salvation is not the result
of man’s goodness, but it issues from the goodness of
God expressed in Christ Jesus. The conversion of Peter
emphasizes the need to grow into a greater realization of
the unlimited reach of the gospel. Acts 11 is the account
of a third conversion — the conversion of a church. Read
Acts 11:1-3. Why did the actions of Peter upset the church in
Jerusalem? How did Peter respond to this criticism and why
is that significant?

truth that people are won to Christ when disciples are one
in Christ. Why is this statement true and significant (read
John 17:23)? How should it impact our daily interaction with
other people?

6 CHALLENGE #1: Listen to someone else’s story. Why is
it important to listen to someone else’s story? Whose story do
you need to hear?

7 CHALLENGE #2: Lead with grace instead of judgment.
2 The church in Jerusalem needed further conversion
to understand that true discipleship means unlimited
fellowship. What did Rick mean by “the cross has a
horizontal as well as a vertical dimension”?

How does Barnabas model the right way to build better
race relations? What needs to change in your heart to “be a
Barnabas”?

8 CHALLENGE #3: Look for ways to make a statement.
3 The Cornelius controversy was not about salvation; it was
about reconciliation. What is the difference between the two,
and why does it matter?

4 Read Ephesians 2:14-16. Reflect on this statement Rick
made, “God does not want a colorblind church; He wants a
colorful church.” Do you agree with that statement, and what
are its implications if you do?

WEEK 3 • SEPTEMBER 24- 25

Sometimes it involves words; sometimes it involves actions;
almost always it involves risk and sacrifice. Reconciliation
requires more than not doing the wrong thing. It means
there will be times when we “make a statement.” What
kind of words and actions are most needed and helpful
in making a statement today that uses our influence to
dismantle injustice?

UNLIMITED • UNLIMITED CHURCH

WEEK 4
These questions are designed to extend the impact of the weekend message. Use them to go deeper in your personal
study time, with your family, and/or with a group.

This series from Acts 9-15 tells the story of Jesus’ first disciples learning that the
gospel is for all. It cannot be limited by race, by tradition, or even by persecution.
It calls the church in every generation to embrace the unlimited mission of God.
1 Take a moment and share your baptism story with

5 THE INVITATION IS NOT LIMITED… by my past sins.

your group. What can you remember about it that might
encourage others?

Read 1 Timothy 1:15-16. Jesus did not come to clean up
good people; he came to raise up dead people. Water cannot
remove sin. Only blood can do that. How does baptism
connect us to the blood of Jesus?

2 It is clear from reading the book of Acts that the early
church thought baptism was very important. The idea that
someone would accept the gospel without being baptized is
never entertained. Today, however, you often hear people
question the importance of baptism. Why do you think that
is?

3 BAPTISM IS EXPECTED of every Jesus-believer in the
New Testament. “Is baptism necessary?” is a question the
NT never entertains. For the apostles it was simple: Jesus did
it, and Jesus told them to do it. Read Acts 2:41, 8;12, 8:36,
and 16:33. What explains the eagerness of these people to
get baptized?

6 THE INVITATION IS NOT LIMITED… by my present
status. Baptism is one pool where everyone is welcome.
The first Christians baptized everybody despite their race,
their gender, their profession or their economic status. Read
Galatians 3:26-28. How does baptism make a powerful
statement about the reconciling work of the cross?

7 THE INVITATION IS NOT LIMITED… by my future
struggles. Baptism does not promise a life without trials,
but it does promise a hope that helps us endure them. Read
Colossians 3:3-4. In what way is baptism “resurrection
practice”?

4 Read Acts 2:38-39. Peter was not making a rule; he was
offering a promise. What did Rick mean by suggesting that
baptism was not so much an order but an invitation?

WEEK 4 • OCTOBER 8- 9

8 Read Romans 6:3-4. Rick said “In baptism God invites me
to join His never the same story.” What did he mean by that?
How can you step more into God’s story this week?

UNLIMITED • UNLIMITED INVITATION

WEEK 5
These questions are designed to extend the impact of the weekend message. Use them to go deeper in your personal
study time, with your family, and/or with a group.

This series from Acts 9-15 tells the story of Jesus’ first disciples learning that the
gospel is for all. It cannot be limited by race, by tradition, or even by persecution.
It calls the church in every generation to embrace the unlimited mission of God.
1 Read Acts 12:1-17. Luke tells an amazing story of

5 PRAYER IS LIMITED… by the low expectations of

a church earnestly committed to prayer, and a church
astonished when their prayer was answered. Does that story
surprise you or encourage you?

others. One thing that discourages prayer is the skepticism
of fellow believers. What are some ways that we can
discourage another person’s prayer life? Why is it sometimes
difficult to believe when we hear stories of miraculous
answers to prayers?

2 PRAYER IS LIMITED… by memories of “no” answers.
No doubt the church prayed for James, but he died.
Memories of “no” answers to our prayers can limit our
zeal for prayer. What are some of the reasons God might
say “no” to our prayers? How do those memories of “no”
answers tend to diminish our enthusiasm for future prayer
opportunities?

6 Read 2 Corinthians 12:8-9. GOD IS NOT LIMITED by our
limited prayers. He knows what is best. How should this
encourage our prayer lives?

7 Read Romans 8:26-27. How do you think the Holy Spirit
aids us in prayer?

3 PRAYER IS LIMITED… by confusion about what to
pray for. Read Philippians 1:22-24. Sometimes we are
confused about what to pray for. We don’t know what is
about to happen, and we don’t know what would be best.
What should we do in those circumstances?

8 We do not pray so God will learn what we want. We pray
to learn what God wants. What can we do to better want
what He wants? Share one specific thing you can do today.

4 PRAYER IS LIMITED… by a lack of awareness of what
God is up to. Often we pray to God about matters that He is
already addressing, but we are not aware. Have you ever
been able to look back and see how God was at work long
before you were aware of it? Share an example with your
group.

WEEK 5 • OCTOBER 15- 16

UNLIMITED • UNLIMITED PRAYER

WEEK 6
These questions are designed to extend the impact of the weekend message. Use them to go deeper in your personal
study time, with your family, and/or with a group.

This series from Acts 9-15 tells the story of Jesus’ first disciples learning that the
gospel is for all. It cannot be limited by race, by tradition, or even by persecution.
It calls the church in every generation to embrace the unlimited mission of God.
1 EVERY DISCIPLE HAS… “a call waiting.” Any move of

5 THIS CALL IS… not limited by difficult people and

God demands movement. Acts is the story of a church called
to move, and chapter 13 is the genesis of Christian exodus.
Read Acts 13:1-3. What can we learn from the leadership of
the church in Antioch about hearing and responding to the
call of God?

places. Read Acts 13:15-52. Paul’s teaching and ministry in
Pisidian Antioch divided the city. What is it about the gospel
that causes it to get such mixed reviews, and how should we
respond to those who reject the good news?

6 THIS CALL IS… unlimited because of a death-defying
let anybody stay there. Discipleship is never static. Read
John 20:21. Saved people are sent people. Does that apply to
all of us, or just some of us?

event. Look back at Acts 13:37-39. Paul’s emphasis is clearly
on the resurrection of Jesus. Why is this the ultimate gamechanger, and why should the truth that Christ is risen drive
Christian mission?

3 THIS CALL IS… not limited by demonic opposition.

7 EVERY DISCIPLE is “on call.” But the great struggle

Read Acts 13:6-12. Any move for God is a move against the
devil. How does Satan try to stall the mission of God today?
What is our confidence that his efforts cannot prevail?

is to decide which of the many calls in our lives are most
important. Never forget that every Christian is a missionary.
What can we do to make sure we are living for a calling and
not just settling for a living? How do we determine if that
means we move or stay put?

2 Jesus comes to everybody where they are, but he doesn’t

4 THIS CALL IS… not limited by disappointing
circumstances. Paul had to deal with many hardships
on the mission field. What are some of the hardships
missionaries face today, and how can we support them?
Note: one important thing we can do is pray daily — go
online to thehills.org/3000hours

WEEK 6 • OCTOBER 22- 23

UNLIMITED • UNLIMITED CALL

WEEK 7
These questions are designed to extend the impact of the weekend message. Use them to go deeper in your personal
study time, with your family, and/or with a group.

This series from Acts 9-15 tells the story of Jesus’ first disciples learning that the
gospel is for all. It cannot be limited by race, by tradition, or even by persecution.
It calls the church in every generation to embrace the unlimited mission of God.
1 Read Luke 9:23-24, 14:25-27. Salvation costs you

5 Committed to taking none of the honor due to Christ.

nothing, and discipleship costs you everything. That
statement seems like such a paradox, but followers of
Jesus must affirm both. How do we keep this tension in
perspective, and what happens when we emphasize one
over the other?

Read Acts 14:12-15. Paul and Barnabas were committed to
making much of Christ, not to making much of themselves.
In a culture that worships “me”, how can others see this
same commitment in us?

6 Committed to forsaking their lives for the mission.
2 Read Acts 14:1-7. When Paul went into a city with a
synagogue like Iconium he first went there. When a city
had no synagogue like Lystra he adopted his strategy and
his message. Why is it critical for a missionary to adapt the
presentation of the gospel to the culture? What bearing does
it have on the way we share Christ in our culture?

3 Committed to making disciples who make disciples.
Read Acts 14:21-22. Paul’s strategy was to bring people to
Christ, mature them, raise up leaders, and then leave. What
does this say about his confidence in Christ as head of the
church? How do you think he was able to raise up mature
leaders so quickly?

4 Paul and Barnabas were fully committed to Jesus’
commission to make disciples, not just decisions. Read
Matthew 28-18-20. Why is baptism an initiation more than
a destination? What must we teach if our mission is to
produce reproducers?

WEEK 7 • NOVEMBER 5- 6

Read Galatians 2:20. Paul was committed to forsaking his
life for the mission. What are some practical ways we can
do the same every day? In what way does losing our life
actually save it?

7 The mis-committed life is a limited life. Is God calling
you to realign your commitments? Share with your group
one area where God might be calling you to align your
commitment to His mission.
Closing thought:
God takes us where we don’t want to go to become who He
wants us to become. Spend some time this week praying
about what God wants you to do for Harvest. Reflect on these
questions: Will you pray? Will you give? Will you go? As you
pray continue to log your hours at thehills.org/3000hours

UNLIMITED • UNLIMITED COMMITMENT

WEEK 8
These questions are designed to extend the impact of the weekend message. Use them to go deeper in your personal
study time, with your family, and/or with a group.

This series from Acts 9-15 tells the story of Jesus’ first disciples learning that the
gospel is for all. It cannot be limited by race, by tradition, or even by persecution.
It calls the church in every generation to embrace the unlimited mission of God.
1 This series has been a reminder that the first Christians

5 The early church decided that the mission must not be

had a message that could not be limited by the boundaries
of race, status, culture, tradition, or even sin. They preached
a gospel of unlimited grace — but they almost didn’t. Read
Acts 15:1-6. What was at stake in this conversation? What
were the implications for world missions?

limited by tradition. The church in every generation must
keep making the same decision. How have you seen this to
be true here at The Hills?

6 GRACE IS LIMITED… when we focus on the insider

issue, not even for the sake of “peace in the body.” How does
a Christian determine when it is wise to compromise and
when it is unwise to do so?

over the outsider. In other words, grace is limited when
churches care more about who they might lose than who
they might win. With that in mind, how would you respond
to this question: Does “how I want church to be” trump “how
church might need to be” to reach those far from God?

3 This meeting was significant because every time we add

7 GRACE IS LIMITED… when we focus on the outside

to the gospel we subtract its outreach potential. Read Acts
15:7-18. What are some of the arguments the apostles are
making for the “Jesus alone” gospel and what is significant
about each of them?

over the inside. In their day grace was being limited
by Pharisees who had become Christians. In our day,
grace is limited by Christians who are trying to become
Pharisees. What is the appeal of “add-on” religion?
What are it’s dangers?

2 Paul and Barnabas were determined not to budge on this

4 It is not the preaching of Jesus that limits the expansion of
his reign in the world. It is what the church too often adds to
the preaching of Jesus that creates barriers. Read Acts 15:19.
What are some of the ways Christians today might make it
difficult for people who are turning to God?

WEEK 8 • NOVEMBER 19- 20

8 We don’t have to perform, and we don’t have to pretend.
We just have to proclaim and believe that “it is through the
grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved.” That is the only
message that can reach our world. It is an UNLIMITED
gospel! It is not limited by race, by economic status, by
education level… and it is not limited by your past, your
struggles, and your flaws. Why is that such a powerful
message for our world and for you personally? What can we
do to keep from drifting to a different message?
UNLIMITED • UNLIMITED GRACE

