
1  In the Bible, God gave visible pictures of His 
invisible Spirit. What do you find most confusing
or mysterious about the Holy Spirit?  

2  Read Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:10-11; Luke 3:21-
22; John 1:32-34. All four Gospels give an account of 
the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus in the form of a 
dove at his baptism. What does this moment tell us 
about the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

3  Read Luke 4:14-21. The Spirit came to empower 
Jesus. The Jews long believed God’s chosen Savior 
would be full of God’s Spirit (see Isaiah 11:2). Why 
does it matter that Jesus lived dependent upon the 
Holy Spirit? In what ways was Jesus uniquely full of 
the Spirit (see John 3:34), and in what ways is Jesus 
an example to Christians?

4  Read Genesis 1:2 and Genesis 8:6-12. The Spirit 
came to remake the world. God’s Spirit was part of 
creation, and today the Spirit is integral to God’s new 
creation. What does this mean for Christians (see 2 
Corinthians 5:17) and how can we yield to the Spirit 
remaking us every day?

5  Read John 1:29. Just before testifying about the 
dove landing on Jesus, John calls Jesus the Lamb 
of God. The Lamb takes sin away, and the Dove 
brings the Spirit to stay. Why are both of those 
truths needed for our salvation and for good news?

Self Portraits Dove
Week 1 June 29-30, 2019

These questions are designed 
to extend the impact of the 
weekend message. Use them 
to go deeper in your personal 
study time, with your family 
and/or with a group. 
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Week 1D I S C U S S I O N
Q U E STI O N S

The Holy Spirit can be hard to understand. So when the Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible, 
He included self-portraits - visual portrayals of the invisible Spirit of God. Understanding these 
visuals - a dove, water, fire, and others - can provide insight into how God’s Spirit works in and 
transforms Christians today.



1  Read Genesis 2:7 and John 20:19-22. The
word for breath and spirit are one and the same in 
Hebrew: ruach. So from the first human, we see that 
the Spirit brings life. Read 1 Corinthians 15:42-49. 
Why does Paul make a parallel between Adam and 
Jesus? What does it tell us about our faith today and 
our future in eternity?  

2  Read Ezekiel 37:1-8. Ezekiel is shown a valley of 
dry bones and asked by God if they can live again. 
What can we learn from Ezekiel’s answer? What else 
strikes you about this set of verses?

3  Read Ezekiel 37:9-14. The Spirit brings life out 
of death. What are some “dry bones” in your life? 
Stop and pray as a group for these places, and ask 
God to do what only He can to bring life out of death.

4  Read Mark 15:37 and Romans 8:10-11. Jesus 
breathed his last so that we could breathe in the 
Spirit of God, animated for new life. If you look at the 
rest of Romans 8, how does the Spirit bear witness to 
this new life in us? What does the Spirit tell Christians 
and do for them?

Bonus Question
2 Peter 1:21 says prophets like Ezekiel were “carried 
along by the Holy Spirit” in what they wrote. In 2 
Timothy 3:16-17, Paul describes Scripture as “God-
breathed.” One of the ways God continues to breathe 
life into Christians is through the words of Scripture. 
Do you regularly read God’s Word? If not, why not? If 
so, share how God’s Spirit is impacting you through 
what you’ve been reading.

Self Portraits Breath
Week 2 July 7, 2019

These questions are designed 
to extend the impact of the 
weekend message. Use them 
to go deeper in your personal 
study time, with your family 
and/or with a group. 
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Week 2D I S C U S S I O N
Q U E STI O N S

The Holy Spirit can be hard to understand. So when the Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible, 
He included self-portraits - visual portrayals of the invisible Spirit of God. Understanding these 
visuals - a dove, water, fire, and others - can provide insight into how God’s Spirit works in and 
transforms Christians today.



1  Assign the following passages to your group 
members to read aloud: Isaiah 41:17-20; Isaiah 43:19-
21; Isaiah 44:3; Isaiah 58:11; Psalm 63:1; Psalm 42:1-
2. Once you’ve read through them, reflect on what 
different ways water is used as a metaphor. Which 
passage spoke to you most and why?  

2  Read John 7:37-39. This passage has an open 
invitation and a bold claim: that only Jesus can 
satisfy our souls. What does this mean for us today? 
What do you think it means to “come to him and 
drink?”

3  Read Jeremiah 2:13. God’s critique of Israel is that 
they are trying to make their own water source. Our 
temptation is the same today. What “broken cisterns” 
are especially popular in our world? Which are most 
tempting to you?

4  Jesus promises “rivers of living waters” to believers. 
According to the Gospel writer, this is a reference to 
the Holy Spirit. In what ways does the Spirit fulfill the 
Old Testament passages your group read earlier?

5  Have your group read the following passages: 
Titus 3:3-8; Ephesians 5:18-20; Romans 5:5; 
Galatians 5:22-25; Ephesians 3:16-19. Only the 
Spirit can make our souls thrive. What are ways 
the Holy Spirit brings flourishing in our lives? Which 
passage speaks to your greatest need today?

Self Portraits Water
Week 3 July 13-14, 2019

These questions are designed 
to extend the impact of the 
weekend message. Use them 
to go deeper in your personal 
study time, with your family 
and/or with a group. 
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Week 3D I S C U S S I O N
Q U E STI O N S

The Holy Spirit can be hard to understand. So when the Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible, 
He included self-portraits - visual portrayals of the invisible Spirit of God. Understanding these 
visuals - a dove, water, fire, and others - can provide insight into how God’s Spirit works in and 
transforms Christians today.



1  Read Acts 2:1-21. Just as Jesus promised, the Holy 
Spirit is poured out on the disciples. And the Spirit 
spreads like fire. What does this scene tell us about 
who can be filled with the Holy Spirit? Next, confess 
what category or demographic of people are you 
most tempted to “write off”?  

2  Read Luke 3:16-17 and Malachi 3:1-2. Jesus’ 
ministry is connected to both the Holy Spirit and 
fire. The Spirit refines like fire, bringing a clear 
word to the world and clear truth to the believer (see 
John 16:7-13). What’s your reaction to this kind of 
judgment? How does the reality of judgment impact 
our witness to lost people in our lives?

3  Read Romans 8:12-16. As the Spirit works to 
refine us, the Spirit reminds us of our new identity as 
God’s children. How does the Spirit’s voice impact my 

relationship with God? How does that impact 
my approach to “putting to death the misdeeds
of the body”?

4  The presence of the Spirit can make you see 
things in a new light. What is the Spirit calling you
to re-evaluate or remove from your life?

5  Read Galatians 5:13-26. According to Paul, the 
Spirit leads us on a journey and cultivates new fruit 
in our life. How does the Spirit’s leading impact my 
relationship with others?

Self Portraits Fire
Week 4 July 20-21, 2019

These questions are designed 
to extend the impact of the 
weekend message. Use them 
to go deeper in your personal 
study time, with your family 
and/or with a group. 
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Week 4D I S C U S S I O N
Q U E STI O N S

The Holy Spirit can be hard to understand. So when the Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible, 
He included self-portraits - visual portrayals of the invisible Spirit of God. Understanding these 
visuals - a dove, water, fire, and others - can provide insight into how God’s Spirit works in and 
transforms Christians today.



1  Name someone you love to be around who lives 
out of state. What is it like when you’re with them? 
How is it different than a text, call, or video chat?  

2  Read Exodus 33:15-16. Moses couldn’t get 
enough of God’s presence (see the rest of chapter 
33 for proof). God had already given the Israelites a 
specific law to live by and rituals to practice. So why 
does Moses claim that it’s God’s presence that really 
makes them unique from other nations?

3  Throughout the Old Testament, God dwells with 
his people in a mobile house (see Exodus 40:34) and 
in a stone temple (see 2 Chronicles 5:14). Then Jesus 
comes to earth. Read John 1:14 and John 2:13-22. 
How is Jesus the new Tabernacle & Temple? Why do 
gospel writers like Mark and Luke tell us about the 
Temple curtain tearing at the moment of His death? 
(see Mark 15:37-38)

4  Read 1 Corinthians 3:16 and 1 Corinthians 
6:19-20. Nothing marks the people of God like the 
presence of God. According to Paul, the gathered 
church and the individual Christian have become the 

temple of God’s Spirit. What does this mean for our 
church as a community? What does it mean for you 
as an individual?

5  Generally, Western churches fall into three groups: 
1) Theological churches (who focus on doctrine and 
studying God’s word); 2) Charismatic churches (who 
focus on encountering God by His Spirit; and 3) 
Missional churches (who focus on reaching the lost 
for Christ). What’s been your exposure to these three 
groups? Which area do you feel God calling you to 
grow in personally - study of God’s Word, relating to 
God’s Spirit, or engaging with God’s mission?

6  Finish by praying that The Hills will be a people 
who hold to the Word of God, who rely on the power 
of the Spirit, and who faithfully pursue the mission 
God gave us to make and grow followers of Jesus. 

Self Portraits Temple
Week 5 July 27-28, 2019

These questions are designed 
to extend the impact of the 
weekend message. Use them 
to go deeper in your personal 
study time, with your family 
and/or with a group. 
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Week 5D I S C U S S I O N
Q U E STI O N S

The Holy Spirit can be hard to understand. So when the Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible, 
He included self-portraits - visual portrayals of the invisible Spirit of God. Understanding these 
visuals - a dove, water, fire, and others - can provide insight into how God’s Spirit works in and 
transforms Christians today.


